
BISHOP GREEN TRAIL 
Trading Card Information packet 

 

 

Figure 1. Potential card layout, front and back 

 

 This PDF contains information gathered on birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians, 

insects, invertebrates, and various plants that can be found in Delaware County, OH. We suggest 

that this information along with the pictures of the organisms provided could be formatted into 

cards, similar to the suggested design above, which could be spiral-bound into a notebook for 

easy reference and use. We suggest for insects, invertebrates, and several groups of plant species, 

that a different trading-card layout be used, in which a representative of the group is displayed on 

the front with a list of related species on the back.  

 

For more information on the Bishop Green Trail, please visit: 

http://owugreentrail.wordpress.com 

http://owugreentrail.wordpress.com/


Birds (10) 

Downy woodpecker (Picoides pubescens): Smallest woodpecker in North America 

 

Call: short, gentle “pik” 

 

Common in woodland habitat 

Forages along twigs and weed stems 

Nest in tree cavities  

 

Adults: mainly black on upper parts and wings, with white 

back, throat and belly and white spotting on the wings. 

White bar above the eye and one below. Black tail with 

white outer feathers barred with black. Adult males with 

red patch on the back of the head; juveniles display red cap 

 

 

House finch (Carpodacus mexicanus): INTRODUCED 

 

Call: sweet, varied warble beginning with high clear notes 

and ending with lower burry notes; “veeeerrr” 

 

Common in suburbs and patchy, wooded areas 

 

Males and females are brown with streaked underparts 

and males in addition have red face, breast, and rump;  

bill is conical and stout, allowing them to easily crack the 

seeds that form the bulk of their diet  

 

Originally native to western North America but 

introduced to Long Island in the 1940 and spread to 

colonize all of eastern United States 

 

 

House sparrow (Passer domesticus): INTRODUCED  

 

Call: monotonous series of identical chirps 

 

Common in cities, towns, agricultural settings  

 

Male has gray body and crown with brown back 

and wings streaked with black; it also has a black 

throat, white cheeks, and a touch of red on the neck 

Female is dull brown with a pale eyebrow 

Originated in Eurasia and was introduced to 

North America in 1851  



European starling (Sturnus vulgaris): European starling (Sturnus vulgaris): INTRODUCED  

 

Call: disjointed chatter with high, sliding whistles; often includes 

imitations of other birds’ calls 

 

Oily greenish-black overall in breeding plumage; blackish overall 

with small white spots in nonbreeding plumage  

 

Found in large flocks; forage on the ground for grubs, worms, insects, 

seeds; also consume fruit 

 

Native to Europe, introduced to the U.S. in 1890 as part of a plan to 

introduce to the U.S. all birds mentioned in the works of 

Shakespeare; competes with native species and destroys crops  

 

 

White-breasted nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis): 
 

Call: nasal “yank, yank” 

 

Blue-gray on top and white underneath with a solid black cap 

Creeps headfirst down tree trunks  

 

Inhabit woodlands, parks and neighborhoods with plenty of trees 

 

Feeds on insects and seeds 

 

Nests in natural tree cavities or nesting boxes, lays 5-6 speckled 

white eggs  

 

 

Northern cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis): State bird of Ohio 

 

Call: High, clear, slurred whistles: 

“chew chew chew”, “woit woit whoit” (variation) 

 

Prefer mixed habitat of woodlands, brush, and 

forest edges 

Cardinals can usually be found singing near the 

top of the tallest tree in their territory  

 

Males are brilliant red with black facial markings 

and crested heads; females are also crested but 

duller in coloration; both sexes have red bills  

Eat a variety of seeds (thick, cone-shaped beak well adapted to handling)  

Do not migrate  

American goldfinch (Spinus tristis): 



 

Call: “toWEE toWEE toWEE tweer tweer tweer ti ti ti” 

 

Common in orchards, hedgerows, and overgrown fields  

 

In summer, males are bright yellow with black cap, wings, tail 

and white rump; female pale yellow with black wings and 

white wing bars. Winter birds are tan with black wings and 

white bars 

 

Seen in flocks, feeding on tree buds, weed seeds, and insects 

 

 

 

American robin (Turdus migratorius): 

 

Call: phrases consisting of low whistles with pauses inbetween 

 

Found in Ohio year-round; can be found in urban, suburban, and rural 

areas; social birds that roost with other robins and other species  

 

Head, back, wings, and tale are dark gray with red breast; tail tipped white; 

slight white ring around eyes  

 

Often seen on lawns pulling up earthworms 

 
 

 

 

Carolina chickadee (Poecile carolinensis): 

 

Call: “fee bee fee bay” 

 

Permanent resident; common in any wooded habitat  

 

Small, gray birds with distinct black caps and throats 

and white cheeks; often confused with the Black-

capped chickadee  

 

Eats insects, larvae, and eggs 

 

Nest in hollow stumps or snags, old woodpecker dens, 

or nesting boxes 

 

 

 

Red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis): 



 

Call: “cheeeerrr”; a whistled scream falling in pitch and intensity 

 

Large hawk; commonly seen perched on trees, poles, or fencepost 

 

Nests in tall trees with open feeding areas nearby 

 

Hunts from perch, feeds mainly on small mammals; spends much 

of time soaring 

 

Striking red tail, brown back and white breast; band of dark 

stripes across breast; lost variation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mammals (10) 



North American opossum (Didelphis virginiana): North America’s only marsupial 

Adult opossum is about the size of a large house cat, with coarse, grizzled grayish fur. It has a 

long, scaly tail, ears without fur, and a long, pointed snout 

that ends in a pink nose 

 

They can be found in suburbia and the city, ideal habitat is 

an area interspersed with woods, wetlands, and farmland 

 

When threatened opossums will roll over and lay motionless, appearing to be 

dead. When the danger is past, the opossum “revives” and resumes its 

activities. 

 

 

 

Little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus): One of 13 bat species recorded in Ohio  

 

Common throughout the state: most abundant bat, but recent range wide declines  

 

Between 4.6 to 5.6 inches long and weigh 0.19 to 0.34 

ounces. Their total wingspan is 8.7 to 10.6 inches wide. 

 

Can be found in two primary types of habitats: hibernation 

sites used during the winter (e.g., caves, mines) and roosting 

sites for reproduction (e.g., tree cavities) during the summer 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern cottontail rabbit (Sylvilagus floridanus): 

 

One of the most common wildlife species in the state of Ohio 

 

Small mammal with a brownish-gray body, long ears, and a small white 

tuft of a tail that resembles a cotton ball 

 

Prefer open areas bordered by thickets or brush areas 

 

Polygamous (a male mates with many females) and 

prolific   

  mating/reproduction (2-5 liters per year)  

 

 

 

North American beaver (Castor canadensis): 

  



Occur in forested ponds, lakes, and rivers with the highest abundance being found 

in the eastern and western portions of Ohio  

 

Beavers are generally monogamous (one male mates with one female) 

 

The beaver is North America’s largest rodent, weighing up to 60 lbs (the same as a medium-

sized dog!) and measuring 25-30 inches long. 

 

 

Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus): 

 

 Muskrats are large 

freshwater rodents 

 

 

They produce strong-smelling odor, or 

musk, during mating season to mark its 

territory 

 

Possible nuisance in ponds and wetlands 

 

 

 

 

Woodchuck (Marmota monax): 

 

Groundhogs are prevalent in the sandy gravel soil of east-

central Ohio, and they can live in open grasslands, pastures, 

and woodlands 

 

Hibernation comes to an end as the first warm days of spring 

arrive. This is when the groundhog will see, or not see, its 

shadow (according to legend) 

 

The head of a woodchuck is broad and flat with small ears and eyes. The coarse 

fur is usually grizzled grayish brown with a reddish cast. The legs and feet are 

typically dark brown to black colored and are well suited for digging. 

 

 

 



Eastern chipmunk (Tamias striatus): 

 Reddish-brown in color with five black stripes on their 

backs- these stripes are separated by brown, white, or 

gray colors 

 

Usually inhabit deciduous forests and brushy areas 

 

Commonly makes "chip, chip, chip" noise  

 

Live in shallow burrows on the ground 

 

 

 

 

Striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis): 

 

 Skunks are known for their ability to spray musk when 

threatened. They can spray with great accuracy up to 15 

feet 

 

They have long, black fur with a broad patch of white 

on its head and shoulders, two white lines forming a “V” from the 

shoulder area may extend part way or all of the way to the base of the 

bushy tail. 

 

They are highly adaptable and occupy a wide variety of habitats in 

Ohio from rural areas to the suburbs 

 

 

White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus): 
 

                   
Deer are active around the clock, but less so during daylight hours, and 

are on the move most at dawn and dusk 

 

They have two seasonal coats: spring/summer coat is reddish tan, winter 

coat is more grayish or even bluish tan. White patches are found around 

the eyes, on the throat, belly, underside of tail, and insides of the legs. 

 

  Males re-grow antlers every year  

 



Coyote (Canis latrans): 

 

 Coyotes are not native to Ohio, but present throughout 

the state  

 

Gray, some show a rusty- brown or off-white 

coloration, bushy tail which is usually tipped in black 

 

Nocturnal animal, but can be seen hunting during the day occasionally  

 

Hunts in non-family pairs or large groups 

 

Mating: Monogamous (male and female pair for life) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reptiles & Amphibians (10) 

Eastern Garter snake (Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis): Shy, non-aggressive, and harmless  

 

Pattern of three yellow stripes on a black or brown 

body; belly is yellow or pale green; round pupils 

18 – 26 inches long; live-bearing   

 

The most abundant snake in Ohio 

Can be found in almost every habitat type, including 

pond and stream edges, wetlands, forests, fields, rocky 

hillsides and residential areas   

 

The garter snakes derive their name from the 

resemblance of their stripes to old-fashioned sock garters.  

 

Eastern Rat snake (Pantherophis alleghaniensis): Shy, harmless  

 

Largest snake in Ohio: 4 – 6 ft long  

 

Completely black except for white chin; slender 

body with wedge-shaped head 

 

Beneficial: play essential role in controlling 

destructive rodents  

 

Occurs throughout most of Ohio 

Common in forest habitats  
 

 

 

Common snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina): Largest turtle in Ohio 

 

Can weigh more than 35 pounds and have a carapace 

(shell) more than 14 inches long; Careful! Can be bold 

and aggressive 

 

Preferred habitat: fresh or brackish water with muddy 

bottoms and abundant vegetation  

 

Temperature-dependent sex determination:  

Eggs that develop at about 77°F will all hatch out as 

males, while eggs that develop at much higher or 

lower temperatures will all hatch out as females 

 

 

Midland Painted turtle (Chrysemys picta marginata) 



 

Fond of basking; can be seen by the dozens on 

logs and along the banks of most bodies of water 

through the summer  

 

Green carapace (shell) brightly patterned with red 

and black along the marginal scutes (plates) 

 

Prefer quiet and shallow freshwater  

 

During the winter, burrow into mud beneath deep 

water 

 

 

Common Five-lined skink (Eumeces fasciatus): One of the fastest reptiles in the world  

 

When grabbed by the tail, the tail breaks off and wiggles to 

attract a would-be predator’s attention while the skink makes 

a getaway. The skink will grow a new tail that is shorter and 

less brightly colored than the original  

 

Five yellow/cream colored stripes running from snout to tail 

Tail is blue to gray  

 

Can often be found under bark of decaying logs or in stumps, 

rock piles, or decaying plant material  

 

 

American bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana): Largest frog in North America 

 

Call: “jug-o’-rum”; can be heard up to a mile away 

 

Found in ponds, marshes, and large, slow-moving 

streams  

 

Tongue is fastened to front of mouth, enabling prey 

capture  

 

Females have ear drums the size of their eyes; males 

have much larger ear drums  

 

In spring, female bullfrogs deposit thousands of eggs in a foamy film in protected waters. 

Tadpoles emerge about four days after fertilization of the eggs by a male. Bullfrog tadpoles can 

be up to six inches long and grow rapidly. They live in the winter to become frogs the following 

summer, although it sometimes takes several years to transform into adult bullfrogs. 

American toad (Bufo americanus): Does not cause warts! But handling can irritate human skin 

 



Call: long, musical trill  

 

Can be brown, gray, olive, or red, with patches of yellow 

or buff; dark spots are brown or black and warts can be 

yellow to brown; female toads are larger than male toads 

 

Requires both land and water habitats; prefers shallow 

bodies of water for breeding; on land, hides beneath 

stones, logs, and woodpiles  

 

Eggs resemble long spiral tubes of jelly; hatch into 

tadpoles; undergo process of metamorphosis where the body transforms from a swimming 

tadpole to an amphibious toad (can live on both land and water).  

 

 

Red-backed salamander (Plethodon cinereus) 

 

Can have a reddish stripe down the back 

(“redback”) or be uniformly gray (“leadback”) 

 

Most often seen in early spring beneath rocks and 

logs; live entirely on land  

 

Lay clusters of eggs on the underside of moist rocks 

or logs; females stay with nest and defend it 

aggressively  

Spring peeper (Pseudacris crucifer) 

 

Call: shrill, birdlike “peep” or whistle; can be heard long 

distances   

 

Easily identified by dark “X” on back and founded toe 

pads 

 

In spring, found in shallow breeding ponds; moves 

uplands to moist woodlands after breeding season  

 

Feeds on insects, other small organisms  

 

 

 

 



Spotted salamander (Ambystoma maculatum) 
 

A large, chunky salamander with two irregular rows 

of yellow, greenish-yellow, or orange spots 

 

Found in low-lying moist woodlands adjacent to 

swamps, ponds, and creeks   

 

Nocturnal, tunnel underground 

Yet highly visible in early spring when migrate in 

large numbers to breeding pools  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fish (5 Groups) 

Minnows/ Shiners 

 

 Bluntnose minnow 

 Flathead minnow 

 Silverjaw minnow 

 Silver shiner 

 Spotfin shiner 

 Sand shiner 

 

      (Pictured: bluntnose minnow, Pimephales  

      notatus) 

 

 

 

Darters 

 

 Greenside darter 

 Orangethroated darter 

 Johnny darter 

 

      (Pictured: johnny darter, Etheostoma  

      nigrum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunfish 

 

 Bluegill sunfish 

 Green sunfish 

 Longear sunfish 

 

      (Pictured: bluegill sunfish, Lepomis    

      macrochiru) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bass 



 

 Largemouth bass 

 Smallmouth bass 

 Rock bass 

 

      (Pictured: rock bass, Ambloplites  

      Rupestris) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Sucker fish” 

 

 Northern hogsucker 

 Stone cat madtom 

 Stone roller 

 White sucker 

      (Pictured: stone roller, Campostoma anomalum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invertebrates (6 Groups) 



 

Bees, Ants and Wasps 

 

 American bumble bee 

 Bald-faced hornet 

 Eastern carpenter bee 

 Honey bee 

 Yellow jacket 

 Black carpenter ant 

 

 

(Pictured: American bumble bee, Bombus 

pennsylvanicus) 

 

 

Grasshoppers and Crickets 

 

 Carolina grasshopper 

 Field cricket 

 House cricket 

 Katydid 

 Spur-throated grasshopper  

 

 

(Pictured: Spur-throated grasshopper, 

Melanoplus ponderosus) 

 

Butterflies and Skippers 

 Baltimore checkerspot 

 Black swallowtail 

 Cabbage white 

 Clouded sulphur 

 Common Buckeye 

 Eastern comma 

 Eastern tailed blue 

 Eastern tiger swallowtail 

 Giant swallowtail 

 Monarch 

 Orange sulphur    (Pictured: Common buckeye, Junonia coenia) 

 Silver-spotted skipper 

 Viceroy 

 



Spiders 

 

  Black and yellow garden spider 

 Black widow 

 Bold jumping spider 

 Brown recluse 

 Common house spider 

 Harvestman 

 Wolf spider 

 

(Pictured: Black and yellow garden spider, Argiope aurantia) 

 

 

“True” Bugs 

 Bed Bug 

 Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 

 Boxelder Bug 

 Leaf Footed Bug 

 Milkweed Bug 

 Millipede 

 Squash Bug 

 

(Pictured: Brown Marmorated Stink Bug, Halyomorpha halys) 

 

 

Aquatic invertebrates 

Twenty species of crayfish and two species of shrimp are known to exist in Ohio 

 

  Stonefly larvae 

 Damselfly larvae 

 Pouch Snail 

 Water Penny Beetle 

 Caddisfly larvae 

 Mayfly larvae 

 Alderfly larvae 

 Dobsonfly larvae 

 

     (Pictured: crayfish sp.)  

 

 



Trees (12) 

Cigar tree (Catalpa speciosa): Named for their bean-like seed pod  

They can be recognized by their large heart-

shaped to three-lobed leaves, showy white or 

yellow flowers, and in autumn have long 

fruits that resemble slender bean pods, 

containing numerous small flat seeds. Each 

seed has two thin wings to aid wind dispersal. 

The tree is the sole source of food for the 

Catalpa Sphinx moth and provide shade and 

habitat for many birds. .  

Black walnut (Juglans nigra): the Black walnut is a tree in the hickory family  

   

The bark of the black walnut is grey-black and deeply furrowed. The leaves are alternate. Male 

flowers are drooping catkins 8-10 cm long; female flowers are terminal, in clusters of two to 

five, ripening during autumn into a fruit with a brownish-green, semi-fleshy husk and a brown 

corrugated nut. The wood is used to make furniture, flooring, rifle stocks, and oil. 

Sycamore (Plantanus occidentalis): 

Can easily be distinguished from other trees by its mottled exfoliating 

bark, which flakes off in great irregular masses, leaving the surface 

mottled and greenish-white, gray and brown 

The bark lacks the elasticity of the bark of other trees, so it is 

incapable of stretching to accommodate the growth of the wood 

underneath and sloughs off the tree  

Sycamores can grow over 130 ft highand over 6 ft in diameter  

 

 



Buckeye tree (Aesculus glabra): The state tree of Ohio 

    

A disagreeable odor is generated from flowers, crushed leaves, broken twigs, and bruised bark 

Grows up to 80 ft tall  

Leaves are long and broad; flowers are yellow to yellow-green; fruit is round spiny capsule 

containing 1-3 seeds that are brown with a whitish scar.  

The fruits contain tannic acid, which is poisonous, but used by Native Americans for tanning 

leather. 

 

Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera): In the magnolia family  

    

Easily recognized by their distinctive four lobed leaves; flowers are large and start forming 

around 15 years. Tulip trees have been reported in fossils from the late Cretaceous and early 

Tertiary of North America and central Asia 

Conifers 

 

 

 Red cedar    (Pictured: red cedar, Juniperus sp.) 

 Yew 



Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua): The tree produces a fragrant gum resembling liquid amber 

    

Recognizable from its combination of five-pointed star-shaped leaves that are glossy and leathery 

and its spiked fruit  

the tree is sometimes called "Alligator wood" because of the way the bark attaches edgewise instead 

of laterally 

the spiked fruit is composed of capsules, each of which contains one to two small seeds; when the 

fruit opens, the seeds are released  

Ginkgo tree (Gingko balboa): Ginkgos originally came from China 

    

The Ginkgo tree is a unique species of tree with no close living relatives; the fan-shaped leaves 

are unique among seed plants  

It has various uses as a food and traditional medicine; some ginkgo trees are more than 2,500 

years old 

Ginkgo trees have separate sexes, where some trees are female and others are male; seeds 

produce a malodorous smell 

The Ginkgo is a living fossil, with fossils recognisably related to modern Ginkgo from the 

Permian, dating back 270 million years 

 



Maples 

 Red maple 

 Sugar maple 

 Box elder 

      (Pictured: red maple, Acer rubrum) 

 

 

Pines 

  

 Red pines    (Pictured: red pine, Pinus rubra) 

 White pines 

Oaks 

    

 Red oaks    (Pictured: red oak, Quercus rubra) 

 White oaks 

 

 

 

 



Invasive & Dangerous Plant (2) 

Tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima): 

 

 
 

Native to Central China 

Has smooth stems with pale gray bark and twigs that are light chestnut brown 

All parts of the tree have a nutty odor 

A fast growing tree that produces many seeds, enabling it to take over sites and replace native 

plants. It also produces chemicals that prevent other plant species from growing nearby; 

considered a serious agricultural pest  

Can be found growing in disturbed urban areas  

First brought to America by a gardener in PA in 1984 

The book "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn" by Betty Smith is based on the tree-of-heaven 

 

 

Poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans): 
 

A poisonous plant: produces urushiol, a clear liquid in 

the sap of the plant, that causes an itching rash in 

most people who touch it 

Not a true ivy 

Can be found in any of three forms:  

- as a trailing vine 

- as a shrub 

- as a climbing vine  

 

Can be identified by (a) clusters of three leaflets, (b) 

alternate leaf arrangement, and (c) lack of thorns. The vines also have a furry "raggy" appearance  

 

Poison ivy rash usually develops within a week of exposure and can last from one to four weeks 

 

 


