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Figure 1. Potential pamphlet layout, back of tripartite design 

 

 This PDF contains information gathered on restoration projects, local eating, local green 

spaces, and opportunities for involvement with nature that can be found in Delaware County, 

OH. We suggest that this information could be formatted into short info-blurbs in a manner 

similar to the suggested design above. Information for the inside of the pamphlet is included in 

the “Inside of Pamphlet Packet.”  

  

 

 

 

For more information on the Bishop Green Trail, please visit: 

http://owugreentrail.wordpress.com 

http://owugreentrail.wordpress.com/


PLANTING NATIVE PLANTS 

 

While most of these native plants can be integrated successfully with exotic plants in nearly any 

style of landscape, a naturalistic landscape will maximize the benefits of native plants. 

Naturalistic landscapes are generally informal, low maintenance, and change with the seasons 

and the years. They attract wildlife by providing them food and shelter. We are fortunate in Ohio 

to have a great diversity of plants to choose from, including many that thrive under adverse 

conditions. Native plants can be found to suit a variety of sites: wet or dry, sun or shade, high or 

low fertility, and acidic or calcareous soils. When used correctly, native plants may:  

 be better adapted to local environmental conditions.  

 be used to solve landscape problems like shady or wet areas.  

 be of increased value to wildlife.  

 require less maintenance.  

 provide four-season interest.  

 be a good choice for an informal landscape.  

 preserve native species and biodiversity.  

 add a local accent to the landscape.  

What is a Native Plant? All native plants once grew in the wild, but many plants currently found 

in the wild may not be native.  

native plant: a plant that grows in the wild without human intervention  

exotic plant: a plant that was introduced by human intervention from another area or country 

(accidentally or purposefully)  

naturalized: an exotic plant that has escaped from cultivation and now grows in the wild  

wildflower: any flowering plant, usually herbaceous, that grows in the wild (native or 

naturalized)  

invasive: a plant that competes vigorously and takes over habitat  

Wildlife As undeveloped land dwindles in Ohio, natural habitats will continue to disappear. Not 

only is this a problem for native plant diversity, but also for wildlife and birds. Many native 

plants rely on animals and insects for pollination and seed dispersal. These native plants have, in 

exchange, been providing food, cover, and forage for wildlife over many centuries. Berries, nuts, 

and other fruits provide color for the winter landscape by themselves and through the birds and 

wildlife that feed on them. The right mix of native plants can create a haven for butterflies, birds, 

and other wildlife of Ohio, while also enhancing the life and enjoyment of a landscape.  

Preserving Native Plants Native plants are a special part of our state heritage and need to be 

preserved in the wild as much as possible. This can be accomplished by respecting wild stands of 

these plants and supporting measures that protect them. Biodiversity is important to the plant 

industry and can serve as a source for pest and disease resistance and other potentially useful 



traits. You can help preserve native plants by not collecting whole plants from the wild and by 

not buying from companies who collect from the wild.  

For a list of native plants and tips on natural landscaping, visit http://ohioline.osu.edu/b865/  

Rain Gardens: Rain gardens are a natural way to use rain water as a resource instead of a waste 

product. Every time it rains or snow melts, large amounts of water from our rooftops, roads, 

sidewalks, and parking lots are carried through our storm water system and drain directly into 

our creeks and streams. This storm water collects pollutants and creates flooding that is harmful 

to property owners, stream life, and our drinking water. Rain gardens are an easy, cost-efficient 

way to slow and decrease the amount of storm water runoff from our own properties that enters 

our natural waterways. They can help enhance the beauty of our neighborhoods and the quality 

of our stream water and stream life. Normally when it rains, rainwater runs off of hard surfaces 

like streets, sidewalks, driveways, and rooftops. It picks up pollutants on these surfaces and 

deposits them into creeks and rivers, sources of the water we drink. Rain and snowmelt also 

create a "big flush" of fast-moving water that causes flooding, erodes creek banks, and increases 

silt. A rain garden is designed to collect such water and gently absorb it, filter its pollutants 

through specially selected deep-rooted plants, and drain the water before it attracts mosquitoes. 

A rain garden is an attractive and natural way to manage water. 

 

Additional Resources:  
 

Tree Owner’s Manual Web site  

www.treeownersmanual.info  

Your State Forestry Agency 

www.stateforesters.org/SFlist.html  

International Society of Arboriculture 

www.treesaregood.org 

TreeLink    

www.treelink.org  

American Forests 

www.americanforests.org  

 

National Arbor Day Foundation  

www.arborday.org 

Tree Care Industry Association 

 www.treecareindustry.org 

Urban Wild Design   

www.urbanwilddesign.com  

Scioto Gardens  

 www.sciotogardens.com  

Riverside Native Trees 

 www.riversidenativetrees.com

 

GREEN PUBLIC LAND USE 

 

Green public land use provides the following benefits:  

 

 Storm water best management practices (BMPs) with a natural approach 

 Less lawn mowing and more woods and open land management  

 Restoration of habitat and ecosystem function  

 Food production  

 Public gathering, education and play in beautiful, natural settings  

Additional Resources:  
 

Urban Wild Design  www.urbanwilddesign.com  

Scioto Gardens   www.sciotogardens.com  

Riverside Native Trees  www.riversidenativetrees.com  
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EATING LOCALLY 

 

Local, sustainable food sources; why eat locally?  

 

A study in Iowa found that a regional diet consumed 17 times less oil and gas than a typical diet 

based on food shipped across the country. Not only is less fuel and resources used to ship food 

items across the country (or the world!), locally grown foods tend to be fresher, healthier, and 

support small farms.  

 

Stratford Ecological Center 

 

Delaware Downtown Farmers Market 
Sandusky Street 

Between William St. and Winter St. 

Saturdays, May – Oct, 9am – 12:30pm; Wednesdays, 3:30 – 6:00 

 

Delaware Fairgrounds 

Fairgrounds Grandstand 

Saturday 9:00-12:00 

Sunbury Square 

Square in middle of town 

Saturday 9:00-12:00 

 

 

Powell 

Parking Municipal Bldg 

Thursday 3:00-6:00 

Westerville 

State Street/Home Road 

Wednesday 3:00-6:00 

Saturday 

 

Worthington 

High Street and Rt. 161 

Saturday 9:00-1:00 

Marysville 

Corner of 6th and Main 

Saturday 8:00-12:00 

 

Additional Resources:  
 

 Local Food Guide:   www.delaware.osu.edu 

 Edible Columbus  www.ediblecommunities.com/columbus 

 

 

RESTORATION PROJECTS 

 

FLOW: http://www.olentangywatershed.org/ 

“Soaking It In” Project 

The Olentangy River receives high volumes of stormwater at high velocity due to the impervious 

surfaces, such as parking lots and roofs that do not allow the water to soak into the ground. In 

addition to the “too much too fast” problem, the water entering the Olentangy River is polluted 

after travelling over roads and parking lots picking up whatever is in its the path. The lack of 

infiltration or ability to soak in the ground also causes streets to flood, basement backups and 

excessive erosion of streamside property.  

The solution is to restore the infiltration and the storage capacity with “green infrastructure”. 

Green infrastructure are structures such as rain gardens, infiltration trenches and rain tanks that 

allow rain water to soak into the ground, evaporate back into the atmosphere and/or remain 

stored to be reused later. FLOW created the “Soaking It In” program to engage the local public 

http://www.delaware.osu.edu/
http://www.ediblecommunities.com/columbus
http://www.olentangywatershed.org/


and city officials concerning the solution to the interrelated problems of a sediment laden 

Olentangy River, flooded streets, sewer backups and the loss of streamside property.  

Rain gardens are specially designed and planted gardens which collect rainwater and allow it to 

percolate slowly into the soil, reducing storm water run-off and preventing pesticides, petroleum 

products and other pollutants from being swept into our streams. Rain gardens also keep storm 

water from overloading the local sewer system. 

 

MONITOR Program 

MONITOR stands for Monitoring, Observing, and Naming Impacted Tributaries of the 

Olentangy River. The program will focus on unnamed, unstudied streams in southern Delaware 

County, an area that is under pressure for land development. This program is an opportunity for 

you to learn more about our watershed and then give something back. The program was recently 

discussed in an article in the Columbus Dispatch. 

Stream Monitoring: Volunteers will assess the health of streams in southern Delaware County. 

These streams are previously unstudied, and the data collected will help us advocate for stream 

protection and restoration.  

Stream Naming: Through our stream naming program, volunteers will literally put unnamed 

streams on the map. Based on historical records and community input, the volunteers will submit 

petitions to the US Geological Survey to officially name the streams and include them on future 

maps, which will aid our protection efforts. 

 

INVASIVE SPECIES 

 

Invasive species are non-native plants and animals that aggressively displace native wildlife 

species. Invasive plant species often out-compete native wildflowers and other plants for space, 

light, or water. This can reduce diversity in affected areas to a low-quality habitat of a few inva-

sive species.  

With 41,000 miles of waterways, and with more miles of road than any other Midwest state, 

Ohio is a cross-roads: for people, for commerce, for invasive species.  

Approximately 50,000 non-native plant and animal species have been introduced to the United 

States. At least half that number are plants, which can cause more than $34 billion a year in 

damage to the environment, forestry, agriculture, industry, recreation, and human health.  

Rapid growth, high reproductive rates, lack of natural controls, and an ability to tolerate a wide 

range of environmental conditions have helped some non-natives outcompete and displace native 

species. Invasive species reduce biological diversity, change food webs, and displace wildlife. At 

least 42% of the federally endangered and threatened species in the United States are at risk 

because of invasive species.  



The introduction of many non-native plant species was well-intentioned. Some had medicinal 

qualities, others were valued in horticulture, for forage, and for erosion control. Other species 

arrived by accident - stowaways in cargo and ballast. Potential for invasiveness was neither 

known nor considered. Human population growth, environmental alteration, and the vast 

increase in worldwide trade have created more opportunities for the introduction and spread of 

invasive species.  

Of the approximately 3,000 plant species known to occur in the wild in Ohio, about 75% are 

native (present before the time of substantial European settlement - around 1750). Of the 

remaining 25% (more than 700 non-native plants), fewer than 100 are known to be problems in 

natural areas. The most invasive of these degrade Ohio's woodlands, wetlands, and prairies. 

(From the Ohio Invasive Plants Council: http://www.oipc.info/mission.html) 

See also: http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/unitedstates/oh.shtml#int 

  

WETLAND RESTORATION 

(From Preservation Parks website) Once restored, wetlands provide the necessary wildlife habitat 

for many species including waterfowl, salamanders, and frogs. 

Wetlands also help to recharge groundwater by retaining rainfall for extended periods of time 

and allowing the precipitation to slowly permeate through the soil profile. Capturing runoff, 

especially in a developing watershed, can help to decrease the amount of downstream flooding 

and improve water quality. The Park District’s restored wetlands are vigorously monitored using 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s (OEPA) protocols to ensure attainment of proper func-

tions. 

Wetlands are very productive ecosystems that are home to a wide variety of plants and animals. 

Unfortunately, more than 90 percent of Ohio wetlands have been drained or filled for 

development and farming practices. Because of these factors, high priority is given to 

preserving remaining wetlands and restoring lost wetlands within the parks. 

Preserving our remaining wetlands consists of making sure these areas are protected from further 

development and removing invasive species as they occur. Invasive species that threaten 

wetlands in our area include narrow-leaved cattail, Eurasian water-milfoil, purple loosestrife, 

and glossy buckthorn. 

Vernal pools are a special type of wetland found within some of our parks. They are defined as 

shallow depressions that hold water for at least part of the year. Vernal pools are usually 

forested, do not contain fish, and tend to dry up in the summer months. Frogs, salamanders, fairy 

shrimp, and many other species depend on the seasonal flooding of vernal pools to reproduce and 

carry out life cycles. Many of these areas remain intact today because they were deemed too wet 

to farm or develop in the past. 

http://www.oipc.info/mission.html
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/unitedstates/oh.shtml#int


Each year volunteers and staff survey amphibian populations at these pools. During the first few 

warm wet nights of spring many species of salamanders and frogs congregate to reproduce at 

these pools, often in surprising numbers. 

PARKS 

 

Preservation Parks: http://www.preservationparks.com/ 

 

“Our goals are to preserve green space in our rapidly developing county and to provide 

environmental education to its residents. Because parks add value to our quality of life, 

Preservation Parks is committed to continuing to acquire and develop additional areas which can 

enrich the lives and provide clean, safe places for recreation and relaxation for all members of 

our community. The mission of Preservation Parks of Delaware County is to protect and 

conserve Delaware County's natural scenic, historic and archaeological features for the benefit of 

present and future generations and provide for enjoyable, safe, easily accessible and aesthetically 

pleasing outdoor education and passive recreational experiences for the citizens of Delaware 

County.” Also have activities such as a Photo Club, bird house building, and summer camps for 

kids.  

 

McCoy Nature Center, Hogback Ridge Preserve 

2656 Hogback Road, Sunbury OH 43074 

9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Noon – 5:00 p.m. Saturday & Sunday 

 

The Lodge, Deer Haven Preserve 

4183 Liberty Road, Delaware OH 43015 

Noon – 5:00 p.m. Daily 

 

 

City of Delaware Parks & Recreation  

 

Fishing, walking, and a chance to experience green space in Delaware, OH 

 

Belle Ave Park  
Belle Ave from S. Sandusky St. 

 

Blue Limestone Park  
King Ave from W. William St. 

 

Carson Farms Park  
Plowington Dr at Rockmill  

 

Cheshire Park  
Cheshire Rd & Braumiller Rd 

 

City Park Gazebo  

Park Ave. at Washington St. 

 

Eastside Park  
Rheem St. off Kurley St. from 

E. William St 

Kensington Place Park  
Ashburn Dr. & Ferguson Ave 

 

Lexington Glen Park  
Providence Ln from Lexington 

Blvd 

 

Lincoln Field  
W. Lincoln Ave from Euclid  

Ave 

 

Locust Curve Park  
Off Locust Curve Drive  

 

Marvin Lane Park  
Delaware Meadows from 

Vaughn Rd. 

 

Mingo Park  

http://www.preservationparks.com/


E. Lincoln Ave. from N. 

Sandusky St. 

 

Nottingham Park  
Buehler Dr. & Hyde Park Ln. 

 

Oakhurst Park  
Bruce Rd from Hills Miller Rd 

 

Riverview Park  

3080 Route 23 N. 

 

Ross Street Park 
50 Ross Street 

Shelbourne Forest Park  
Executive Blvd. past Orchard 

Canyon 

 

 

 

Smith Park 
Troy Road - 1.1 mile eercise 

trail 

 

 

 

Stratford Woods Park  

Liberty Rd. at Hawthorn Dr. 

 

 

ROADSIDE CONSERVATION 

Roadside vegetation plays an important role in the conservation of OH’s flora and fauna. In 

heavily cleared landscapes, the vegetation in the road reserve acts as a wildlife highway, 

enabling animal movement between large patches of bush. It also provides essential habitat. 

Roadside vegetation also has benefits for local communities. It prevents soil erosion. Science can 

use this to guide the selection of species for revegetation projects that aim to recreate the original 

vegetation.  

For more information: www.scenicohio.com  

http://www.scenicohio.com/

